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Abstract Photography in Dancing Movements
Thom Gunn, one of the Movement poets in the UK, says in his poem, ‘On the Move’,

At worst, one is in motion; and at best,
Reaching no absolute, in which to rest,
One is always nearer by not keeping still.

Algorhythmia, by Anne Scott Wilson, like abstract poems in a series of abstract photographs, represents halos, light
spots, light traces, even cancellations: with all contents, figures and scenery cancelled out, leaving only the orange,
the jade green and a greyness, with scratches, that fades in and out. But, behind the fourteen photographic works,
there is a moving story of the artist who employs a variety of technologies, including the keyhole camera, for innova-
tive purposes.

Ouyang Yu
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It is perhaps self-evident to acknowledge that photography is fundamentally the capture of light through a duration of
time. While theorists and artists have played with the medium’s mutability and mimesis, there is a magic in the photo-
graphic that continues to mesmerize. The translation of the ethereal elements of light and time into something tangi-
ble, and at times, tactile, seems miraculous still.

The work of Anne Scott Wilson in Algorhythmia harnesses the unbridled mysticism of photography, while captivating
viewers in a metaphysical contemplation. The traditions of representation and abstraction in photography are replaced
with an emphasis on the elemental nature of existence. Wilson breaks the photographic down to the particle level.
Just as Rothko’s bleeding color-fields embodied an emotional magnitude, Algorhythmia refracts human existence into
immersive wells of color and psychic sensation.

The kinetic pull of liquid lines punctuated by kaleidoscopic fractals through the work embody state changes, as the
viewer is moved from the wholeness of a body in space down to the atomic level in a graceful dance. The body of the
artist spinning in space is palpable in the fluidity of the images. The camera becomes an extension of her body, show-
ing the world, not as it is seen, but as it is felt. With each magnification, the vibrating atomic particles that make up
our existence are beautifully rendered, serving as affirmation of a deeply human physicality rather than technological
distancing.

Religion often juxtaposes the temporality of corporeal existence with the ethereal nature of eternity. Conversely, sci-
ence probes the origin and bounds of creation in quantum realms, searching for concrete answer to infinite questions.
In Algorhythmia, Wilson offers a union to these paradoxes of faith and science, the known and unknown. The viewer
becomes suspended between both in emanating color that softly saturates the consciousness.
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In Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, Socrates analogizes sight and knowledge. To his student, he posits:

That the true analogy for this indwelling power in the soul and the instrument whereby each of us ap-
prehends is that of an eye that could not be converted to the light from the darkness except by turning
the whole body. Even so this organ of knowledge must be turned around from the world of becoming
together with the entire soul, like the scene-shifting periactus in the theater, until the soul is able to
endure the contemplation of essence and the brightest region of being’.

Though photography has long wrestled with erroneous assumptions of truth and objectivity, Socrates’ metaphor com-
pels an understanding of sight beyond the literal, asking instead to contemplate, challenge and confront the unknown
as an integral facet to the formation of our souls, humanity and empathy. The work of Anne Scott Wilson lives in the
liminal space between the deeply physical and the immateriality of the digital. Yet, conjured in Algorhythmia ’s hybridity
is a revelry in the mysterious transmutation of our human existence.

Anna Shimshak

1 Plato, The Allegory of the Cave. P. Shorey trans. from Plato: Collected Dialogues, ed. Hamilton & Cairns Random House, 1963, pp: 751-752.
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Chromatic #2 (yellow)
1500 x 2185mm
Centurion Metallic Pearl archival paper
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Chromatic #1 (black and white)
1500 x 2185mm
Centurion Metallic Pearl archival paper
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Chromatic #3 (blue and yellow)
1500 x 2185mm
Centurion Metallic Pearl archival paper
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Diatonic #1 (green)
440 x 1480mm
Baryta 11 archival paper
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Diatonic #2 (black and white)
440 x 1480
Baryta 11 archival paper
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Diatonic #3 (black dot)
1480 x 480mm
Baryta 11 archival paper
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Diatonic #2 (colour dot)
1480 x 480mm

Baryta 11 archival paper
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Interval #1 (purple/brown)
555x430

Chromajet metallic pearl archival paper
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interval #2(blue/yellow)
430 x 530mm

Bartya 11 archival paper
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Interval # 3 (green/blue)
865 x 1015mm

Bartya 11 archival paper
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coda #1 (yellow)
750 x 750mm
digital print on aluminium
www.annescottwilson.com






Algorythmia Anne Scott Wilson

coda #2 (aqua)
750 x 750mm

digital print on aluminium .
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coda #3 (pink)

750 x 750mm

digital print on aluminium
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arpeggio #1 (blue/black)
430 x 895mm

Baryta 11 archival paper
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interval #4 (dark wave)
430 x 895mm
Baryta 11 archival paper
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